
 

Dear Parents and Carers,           September 2019 

Firstly, may I wish you all a big welcome back after the summer holidays and also welcome the new 
children and families joining Reception and Nursery this term.  We are all so pleased with how the 
children have settled in during the first week.     

We hope that all of the children have had a wonderful summer and a good rest ready for the busy 
term ahead.  I have certainly enjoyed seeing all of the experiences uploaded to 'Learning Book' by 
lots of parents over the summer.  If your child has had any 'wow' 
moments, achieving something new over the holiday then feel free 
to upload these so that we can share and celebrate their success in 
school, for example, they managed to put on their own shoes or they 
have learnt to pedal their bike without stabilisers etc.  Learning Book 
log-ins will be sent home for new children by the end of next week. If you need a quick 
demonstration then please speak to Miss Miller.  'Learning Book' have recently release a new App 
version for parents.  This is currently only available on Apple devices but an Android version is being 
released soon.  Please check the App store or see the poster displayed in the cloakroom.       

P.E     P.E. sessions will now take place on Wednesday afternoons and Friday afternoons so please 
ensure children have a labelled P.E kit with them if they are in for these sessions.   However, it is 
usually best to leave P.E kits at school all week in case of changes.  This year we are initially taking 
our Reception children and oldest Nursery children out for P.E until the new Nursery children have 
settled.  Instead of P.E the youngest Nursery children will be busy doing other fun activities with a 
member of staff.   Please remember if your child has pierced ears they either need to remove earrings 
on the day of P.E or be provided with micropore tape or plasters to cover their earrings for P.E.   

Dates for the diary - 

Wednesday 18th September - Welcome service for ‘Reception’ 
Acorn children at St. Michaels Church.   A short, fun and relaxed 
service takes place for the children in Reception and their parents/ carers.  
We ask that children are dropped off at the church between 9 and 9.15am.  
(To allow parents to drop siblings off at school first).  If children are attending Breakfast club we will 
escort them to church.   We will have a short bible story, get to meet Rev. Castillo-Burley and 
afterwards have a drink and biscuit.  Parents/ Grandparents are invited to join us for this short 
service if they are free.  If there are any parents who would be free to help us walk back to school 
afterwards we would be most grateful.  If your Nursery child is due to attend on Wednesday 18th 
please take them to school as normal as staff will be in school to care for the Nursery children.  

 
Wednesday 18th September - Maths Whizz information session for parents (Reception).  
A short workshop session led by Miss. Parry to introduce 'MathsWhizz', an online maths tool that we 
use with children from Reception upwards.  This gives children maths activities tailored to their 



ability and linked to the activities that they complete in school during their Maths sessions.  This will 
run at 3.15pm and is repeated at 5.30pm.   

Tuesday 24th September - Phonics, Reading and Early writing workshop - A short 
information session for parents, primarily aimed at parents of Reception children, led by Miss 
Miller.  This session will show you how we teach 'phonics' and how you can support children in 
developing their skills during the formative Reception year.  If you are unable to attend please 
speak to Miss Miller for an information pack.  This will take place in Acorn class 3.20pm and is 
repeated at 5.30pm.   

Wednesday 25th September -  Harvest Festival at St Michaels' Church - please drop 
Reception children off at church for approx. 8.55 (unless they are attending Breakfast club).  All 
parents are invited to stay and watch the service during which all classes perform a short song or 
poem.  Small donations of food are welcomed (tinned or dry is best).  We greatly appreciate any 
parents who are free to help us walk back to school following the service.    

Due to the length of the walk back to school and because some of our youngest Nursery children 
may find the church service daunting so early in the term we have decided that Nursery children can 
be best cared for in school.  Please bring Nursery children to school as normal.  If you have older 
siblings to drop off at church then please feel free to drop Nursery children off at nursery from 8.30 
to allow you time to then take older children to church.  (No charge for this early drop off). 

Thursday 26th September - Internet Safety workshop for parents - Run by our Executive 
Head, Mrs. Bond.  Please note that this session will take place at Kinnerley Primary, one of our 
federated schools at 6pm.  More information and sign up form on the App.   

Friday 27th September – 2pm onwards Macmillan Coffee Afternoon in the main school 
building run by Sycamore class – All the community is welcome for this worthy cause.  Any cake 
donations will be gratefully received.   

Tuesday 8th October - Individual and family photographs- See the sign up form on the App. 

Thursday 25th October – ‘Halloween Disco’ after school run by Friends of the School. We ask that 
Nursery children be accompanied by a parent/ carer.   

Friday 25th October – PD. Day – School closed to children.  

Half term holiday - Monday 28th October until Friday 1st November.    

Tuesday 3rd December - NHS Flu vaccine nasal sprays for Reception children - Further 
information to follow. 

Wednesday 4th December - Parents Afternoon/  evening 1pm onwards – You will be able to 
book a slot, via the school App closer to the time.  

Monday 9th December 10am - Acorn class nativity play – Dress rehearsal (parents welcome to 
attend if they cannot attend the actual play).  

Tuesday 10th December Pantomime trip  - see note below.   

Monday 16th December- Acorn class nativity play. – 10am - Parents welcome to watch.   

Tuesday 17th December – Whole school Christmas service at the church for Reception 
9am.  (Nursery open as normal, early drop off available for parents needing to take siblings to 
church)  

Break up for Christmas Holiday.- Friday 20th  December 



Pantomime trip – Tuesday 10th December -  Due to the age of the children and the higher ratio 
of staff required we do not extend the Pantomime trip to include Nursery children.  Our Nursery 
provision will be open as normal, however, please note that there will be no hot meals served that 
day so please provide a packed lunch if your child is staying for lunch.    

What are we learning over the coming weeks? 

In Early Years we are always busy learning. Much of what the children learn happens through their 
play with adults extending learning opportunities.  Alongside this we do plan specific activities: 
Below are just a few of the activities planned over the coming weeks:   

Our focus during the first few weeks of term will be ‘All About me’.  We will be getting to know each 
other, finding out about our likes and dislikes and how we are different and similar.  We will be 
learning about our senses and tasting, touching, listening, looking and feeling!   

We will be learning about 2D shapes and making patterns with shapes.  We will be developing our 
accurate counting of objects and beginning to match numerals and quantities.   

Our P.E sessions will be based on ball skills and working on developing our independence when 
changing for P.E sessions.     

Uniform 

We will be holding a 'second hand' uniform sale at drop off and collection time in the 
week commencing 9th September.  All proceeds will go towards Acorn class supplies for 
activities such as baking.  Items will only cost between 20p and 50p! 
A reminder that all uniform needs to be labelled with your child's name in order to help 
us stop uniform getting mislaid or lost. 

School Dinners - The menu is on our school website and the App if you need to see it.  Reception 
children are entitled to a free hot school dinner.  Nursery children meals are charged at £2.40 per 
meal.  We ask that you pay for all of the meals you require for the week at the start of the week or 
on your child's first session of the week.  You can pay online, direct at the Shropshire.gov site or by 
following the link on the school App.  Please ask at the office if you need your child's unique 
reference code.  Some families, in receipt of certain benefits, may be entitled to claim a free school 
meal.  Please see the link on the app for more information and to apply.    

Parents and toddlers/ babies group  
A reminder that parents/ carers are more than welcome to come 
along to our Toddlers group run in Catkins on Tuesday mornings 
9.15 - 10.30 (term time only).  This is run by a member of the Acorn 
staff.   A £1 voluntary contribution covers a craft activity and snack 
and drink.  Please come along or mention it to any friends or 
neighbours you know with small children.  It is a fantastic way for 
children to get used to the Early Years Unit before they are old 
enough to join us in Nursery.   

 
Finally, I would like to remind parents and carers that if you have any questions or concerns then 
please feel free to speak to any member of the Acorn team who will be happy to help.   

Kind Regards 

Miss Miller 


